THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING
London, came out with a "Pastoral Letter,7' calling the
people to repentance, of which ten thousand copies were
sold in two days and forty thousand were distributed to the
poor. Inasmuch as the earthquakes were hardly felt out-
side London and Westminster, it was clear to the Bishop
that the tremendous shocks had been directed by the imme-
diate hand of God against "these two great cities" because
of their infidelity, lewdness, and debauchery. And then,
near the time the town was to be shaken by the third
earthquake, "Old England7' admonished the people to heed
the voices of heaven ringing in their ears, to mend their
ways, to cease from gaming and masquerades, and from all
manner of loose and profane pleasures. What above all
else had reduced London to a sink of abominations, declared
Argus of the Hundred Eyes, was the reading of lewd books,
especially one called "Tom Jones" which, to the shame of
England, had been greedily devoured by everybody. On
the other hand, it was intimated, Paris had preserved her
morals by suppressing the novel, and so had escaped the
earthquake and meteors. But in England, earthquakes
still threatened; and night after night "streams of a dark-
ruddy fire" continued to shoot from the heavens "in a
menacing manner," with now and then "a mild gleam of
light" higher up in the sky as a sign, perhaps, "of mercy
after judgment." The conclusion was that the surest way
to appease the wrath of the Almighty would be for Parlia-
ment to pass an Act prohibiting the sale of "Tom Jones"
and all other books so clearly designed in cool and diabolical
malice to corrupt the religion and morals of the nation.

And there was an equally humorous sequel. One of the
wise men who forecast the third earthquake was a "crazy
life-guardsman" named John Misavan. He belonged to
Lord Delawar's troop of horse then stationed in London.
Claiming that "the intelligence was communicated to him
by an angel," Misavan warned the public that the most
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